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News Briefs

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton and Father Paul E. Hrezo visit the Pontifical College Josephinum, 
Columbus, last fall, and meet with diocesan seminarians, Jonathan Ruscoe, far left, and John Paul Gan, 
far right. (Photo provided)

Father Hrezo accepts faculty position at seminary

By Dino Orsatti
Editor

 STEUBENVILLE — “I am looking forward to walking 
with those who the Lord is calling now to discern and to 
prepare for priestly life and priestly ministry,” said Father 
Paul E. Hrezo.
 The 57-year-old pastor of Christ Our Light Parish, 
Cambridge, will embark on a new challenge July 1, full-
time formation faculty member at the Pontifical College 

Josephinum, Columbus.
 Father Steven Beseau, rector and president of Josephinum, 
said appointments like this one always require the permis-
sion of the bishop. He said he reached out to Steubenville 
Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton a few months ago, and asked 
him if he was willing to release Father Hrezo for service to 
the seminary if the pastor was willing. “Thankfully, Father 
Hrezo said yes,” Father Beseau revealed. 

To Page 2

Diocese of Steubenville Chancery
(Photo by DiCenzo)

Diocese of Steubenville is looking 
at options to relocate chancery

 STEUBENVILLE — The Diocese of Steuben-
ville is looking to relocate the chancery because 
of the reduction in staff over the years and the 
repairs needed to the building. 
 “We are exploring several smaller options to 
accommodate the fewer number of employees,” 
Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton explained.
 The bishop asked the current and retired priests 
in the diocese last April for their suggestions on 
where to relocate.  
 The diocese hired the real estate firm of Cedar 
One to try to sell the current building at 422-24 
Washington St., Steubenville.

 STEUBENVILLE — Recognizing that St. 
Patrick’s Day falls on Friday, March 17, 2023, 
Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton 
dispenses the faithful entrusted to his care and 
those Catholics who are within the territory of 
the Diocese of Steubenville from the obligation 
to abstain from meat on this day.
 As the Memorial of St. Patrick is observed on a 
Lenten Friday, the bishop encourages those who 
wish to exercise this dispensation to embrace 
another penance, whether it is as a community 
or as individuals, through a corporal or spiritual 
work of mercy on that same Friday. 
 The bishop said our Lenten observances are 
not intended to be part of a list which we check 
off on our way to the great celebration of Easter.
He said our observances further galvanize our 
own hearts to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, all the 
while recognizing Jesus’ redemptive actions of 
his suffering, death and resurrection.

Dispensation is granted March 17 

 WASHINGTON — Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and 
abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays 
during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence.
 For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the 
norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until 
age 59. When fasting, a person is permitted to eat 
one full meal, as well as two smaller meals that 
together are not equal to a full meal. The norms 
concerning abstinence from meat are binding 
upon members of the Latin Catholic Church from 
age 14 onwards.
 If possible, the fast on Good Friday is con-
tinued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday 
night).

Fasting is required during Lent

 “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children 
of light” (Eph 5:8).

There was a time when humanity was in complete darkness. Jesus’ arrival into 
the world of ours changed everything, for the Light finally dispelled the darkness 
for good.

Lent is appropriately called a season of purification. Through the Lenten pillars 
of prayer, almsgiving and fasting, we address our own need for 
Jesus Christ’s love and mercy. How appropriate we emphasize 
the importance of the sacrament of penance in this penitential 
season of Lent. This pilgrimage as we climb the Easter 
mountain invites us to a newer and deeper relationship with 
God. While we live in a culture where there is great reluctance 
to forgive, Jesus Christ waits for us in the confessional ready 
to forgive us for all our sins. We only need to accept Jesus’ 
invitation to remove our sins and to fill us with his grace.

Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton’s
Lenten Message 2023

Bishop Monforton
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Names and faces: Pope, church leaders draw attention to victims of violence

People celebrate as they wait for the start of Pope Francis’ meeting with 
young people and catechists in Martyrs’ Stadium in Kinshasa, Congo, Feb. 
2. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis’ visit 
to Congo and his ecumenical pilgrimage 
to South Sudan put a face – actually, thou-
sands of faces – on the horror of war.
 But he also seemed energized by the 
enthusiasm of the crowds in Kinshasa, 
Congo, Jan. 31-Feb. 3 and buoyed by 
traveling to Juba, South Sudan, Feb. 3-5 
with Anglican Archbishop Justin Welby of 
Canterbury and the Rev. Iain Greenshields, 
moderator of the Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland.
 Archbishop Welby, joining the pope 
and Rev. Greenshields for a news con-
ference on the flight back to Rome, used 
the word “miracle” to describe the three 
churches pulling off a retreat for South 
Sudan’s squabbling leaders at the Vatican 
in 2019.
 But none of the three seemed certain this 
time that their words and gestures changed 
anything for South Sudanese President 
Salva Kiir, a former warrior and still an 
imposing and commanding figure at age 
71, or for the five vice presidents who are 
supposed to be sharing governance with 
him.
 However, Kiir did announce during the 
trip that his government would return to the 
negotiating table with five groups that did 
not sign a 2018 peace agreement. Kiir had 
withdrawn from the talks in November.
 In the absence of peace and with little 
possibility of returning to their homes, 
some 2,000 internally displaced people 
living in camps that dot South Sudan had 
their own meeting with the three church 
leaders Feb. 4. They were able to share 
their stories and their dreams and to do so 
in the presence of an international press 
corps.
 On the return flight to Rome Feb. 
5, Archbishop Welby said with the 
COVID-19 pandemic there was “a loss of 
momentum in the peace process,” although 
the trip showed clearly that the people are 

desperate for peace after almost 10 years 
of violent conflicts.
 “What we now need is a serious change 
of heart from the leadership. They have to 
agree to a process that will lead to a peace-
ful transition of power. They’ve been told 
this publicly. We’ve said it to them,” the 
archbishop said. “There has to be an end 
to corruption and gun smuggling and the 
amassing of huge quantities of weapons.”
 Pope Francis agreed, saying that the 
weapons trade “is the biggest plague in the 
world,” provoking violent confrontations 
among people so that businesses can go in 
and exploit their land and their resources.
 Meeting South Sudan’s political leaders 
at the presidential palace in Juba Feb. 3, 
Pope Francis got right to the point: “Many 
things are needed here, but surely not more 
instruments of death!”
 While the moderator and the archbishop 
did not join Pope Francis for the Congo 
portion of the trip, they and their churches 
know the challenges facing the Congolese, 
the destruction and corruption that 

accompany the extraction of its mineral 
wealth and the grotesque violence that 
continues in the country’s eastern region.
 In the most emotional part of his journey, 
Pope Francis came face to face with the 
results of that violence, blessing a young 
woman and the twins that were conceived 
when she repeatedly was raped as a hostage 
of militias and gently cradling the stump 
of an arm of another woman whose hands 
had been cut off.
 While there were male victims present at 
that meeting in Kinshasa Feb. 1 – a priest 
whose finger was chopped off and boys 
who had seen their family members hacked 
to death – in Congo and in South Sudan it 
was clear that the violence, the poverty and 
the lack of education, health care and op-
portunity do not just weigh on the nations’ 
women, but come close to crushing them.
 In the presence of the Congolese victims, 
Pope Francis said, “I pray that women, 
every woman, may be respected, protected 
and esteemed. Violence against women and 
mothers is violence against God himself, 

who from a woman, from a mother, took 
on our human condition.”
 Three days later, at the meeting with 
people living in camps for the displaced, 
Pope Francis said that “mothers, women 
are the key to transforming the country. 
If they receive the proper opportunities, 
through their industriousness and their 
natural gift of protecting life, they will 
have the ability to change the face of South 
Sudan, to give it a peaceful and cohesive 
development.”
 “I ask you, I ask all the people of these 
lands, to ensure that women are protected, 
respected, valued and honored,” he said. 
“Please, protect, respect, appreciate and 
honor every woman, every girl, young 
woman, mother and grandmother. Other-
wise, there will be no future.”
 That evening, at an ecumenical prayer 
service with the pope and Rev. Green-
shields, Archbishop Welby was even more 
forceful. He had a message for young 
South Sudanese men: “You will value and 
honor women, never raping, never violent, 
never cruel, never using them as those there 
simply to satisfy desire.”
 “When we are one, we value and honor 
women,” Archbishop Welby said.
 The majority of the population in both 
Congo and South Sudan are under the age 
of 30 and, with the violence and poverty, 
getting an education and decent job are out 
of reach for many of them. But for girls and 
women, it is even more difficult.
 “Bright, good young minds deserve the 
opportunity to develop,” Rev. Greenshields 
told reporters on the flight back to Rome. 
“Now, from my own experience in other 
parts of the world, bright young female 
minds deserve the right to the same oppor-
tunities exactly as any others in whatever 
country, but especially in the developing 
countries.”
 “That would be my plea: The rights of 
women, and young women in particular, 
have to be recognized as paramount,” he 
said.

Father Hrezo accepts
From Page 1

 Bishop Monforton has been a member 
of the Board of Trustees and Chairman 
of Priestly Formation and Seminary Life 
Committee at the Pontifical College since 
2019. “Father Paul brings a shepherd’s 
heart to Josephinum. He will be a great 
asset for spiritual direction for the semi-
narians. Father Paul enjoys the respect of 
his fellow priests, which will provide him 
with the ability to strengthen the seminar-
ians’ fraternity as future shepherds of the 
church,” the bishop said.
 Father Hrezo said Bishop Monforton’s 
predecessor, Bishop R. Daniel Conlon, 
asked him to do additional studies in 2005-
07 as he and others were developing the 
house of formation for college level semi-
narians for the Diocese of Steubenville. 
When he completed those studies in June 
2007, he was assigned to the Josephinum 
as the director of spiritual formation for the 
college level. After six years in that role, 
Father Hrezo returned to the diocese and 
was appointed to Christ Our Light Parish, 
where he has been pastor for the past nine 
years. 
 Father Hrezo said he feels better prepared 

now to serve in the seminary after the years 
of experience as a priest and in parish 
ministry. He said he hopes he will be able 
to “help the seminarians themselves be 
better prepared to enter into life as a priest 
and into fruitful parish ministry.”
 Father Beseau agreed that Father Paul’s 
strengths make him a perfect fit for his new 
role, “I have known Father Paul since we 
were doing graduate studies in Rome in 
2006. He always stood out as an excep-
tional priest, a man of prayer, kindness 
and prudence. These are essential gifts for 
someone who will be taking on the role of 
spiritual director of seminarians. He also 
has a postgraduate degree in Spiritual-
ity from the University of Saint Thomas 
Aquinas in Rome, the Angelicum.”
 Father Hrezo said he would be conduct-
ing and organizing spiritual direction 
sessions with the seminarians, helping 
to organize and conduct some formation 
conferences, days of recollection and 
retreats for the seminarians and teaching 
some courses. He said, “Spiritual direc-
tion sessions are one-on-one meetings 
every three or four weeks to talk about the 
seminarians’ prayer life and relationship 

with the Lord.” 
 “We live in times now when it is not as 
easy for our Catholic faith to be handed 
on to our younger parishioners. But, God 
is more powerful than ‘our times’ and will 
accomplish his plan in and through who-
ever is open to him,” Father Hrezo said.
 Father Beseau said not every priest has 
the gifts and skill set necessary to be a 
spiritual director in the seminary. He said 
the spiritual director holds a privileged 
place where he accompanies the seminar-
ian, guiding him to discern his vocation 
and develop a spiritual plan of life that 
will sustain him as a priest.  “Choosing the 
right priests to be spiritual directors is one 
of the most important tasks for a seminary 
rector,” Father Beseau said.
 “The church calls on bishops to send 
qualified priests to serve as formators for 
the next generation of priests through ser-
vice in the seminary. Releasing a talented 
priest for service outside the diocese is a 
great act of generosity for a bishop. Bishop 
Monforton has made a great sacrifice 
that will bear much fruit for the church, 
including the faithful of the Diocese of 
Steubenville,” the rector said. 

 Two of the five Diocese of Steubenville 
seminarians are currently enrolled at Jo-
sephinum; Jonahan Ruscoe started his first 
year last fall while John Paul Gan is in his 
second year.
 Father Hrezo said, “When people experi-
ence God’s presence, action and word in 
their lives, their lives come alive in very 
profound ways. That is happening in the 
lives of almost everyone who responds to 
what they perceive as a call to priesthood.  
Therefore, seminaries are very dynamic 
communities.”
 Father Hrezo said while he welcomes 
his new challenge “there are many pa-
rishioners and families that I have known 
for 20 years and I will miss continuing 
to be part of their lives in a more direct 
way.” However, he said, when he begins 
his new position, he will be available to 
assist parishes outside of the seminary on 
weekends.
 Bishop Monforton said, “Father Paul 
will be greatly missed as an active priest in 
our diocese but his presence at Josephinum 
is an investment in the future of our church. 
Father Paul demonstrates as a shepherd the 
joy of the Gospel.”
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Liberty Bank
“Serving the Community Since 1896”

314 Park Ave., Ironton
(740) 532-2856 • (740) 886-9491

www.libbk.com
 FDIC

Bishop Monforton’s Schedule

February
19     Mass, St. Mary Church, St. Clairsville, 9 a.m.
21     Mass, Holy Rosary Church, Steubenville, 7 a.m.
            Catholic Conference of Ohio virtual meeting, 11 a.m.
22       Ash Wednesday Mass, Catholic Central High School,
         Steubenville, 9:20 a.m.
         Ash Wednesday Mass, Franciscan University of
         Steubenville, 12:05 p.m.
23     “Misa con Hermanas,” Mass with Daughters of 
         Holy Mary of the Heart of Jesus, at Our Lady of 
         the Sacred Heart Oratory, Lovers Lane, 
         Steubenville, 9 a.m.
26     Mass, St. Agnes Church, Mingo Junction, 10 a.m.
           Rite of Election, St. Agnes Church, Mingo Junction,
         12:15 p.m.
28     Mass, Holy Rosary Church, Steubenville, 7 a.m.

March
1       Mass, Holy Rosary Church, Steubenville, 7 a.m.
         Radio segment, WDEO 990 AM, 10:15 a.m.
4       Mass, St. John the Baptist Church, Churchtown,
         6 p.m.

US-born priest to lead Vatican body 
overseeing selection of world’s bishops
 VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope Francis has chosen 
Chicago-born Bishop Robert F. Prevost of Chiclayo, 
Peru, to succeed Canadian Cardinal Ouellet as prefect of 
the Dicastery for Bishops and president of the Pontifical 
Commission for Latin America.
 The Vatican announced Jan. 30 the retirement of Cardinal 
Ouellet and the appointment of Bishop Prevost, whom 
Pope Francis named an archbishop.
 The archbishop, who is 67, holds degrees from Villanova 
University in Pennsylvania and the Catholic Theological 
Union in Chicago and a doctorate from the Pontifical Uni-
versity of St. Thomas Aquinas in Rome. An Augustinian 
friar, he joined the Augustinian mission in Peru in 1985 
and largely worked in the country until in 1999 when 
he was elected head of the Augustinians Chicago-based 
province. From 2001 to 2013, he served as prior general 
of the worldwide order. In 2014, Pope Francis named him 
bishop of Chiclayo, in northern Peru.
 As prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops, Archbishop 
Prevost will lead the Vatican body responsible for recom-
mending to the pope candidates to fill the office of bishop 
in many of the Latin-rite dioceses of the world. 
 He will also oversee the Pontifical Commission for Latin 
America, to study the church in Latin America, where 
nearly 40% of the world’s Catholics reside.
 Archbishop Prevost speaks English, Spanish, Italian, 
French, Portuguese and can read Latin and German.
 Cardinal Ouellet has been prefect of the Dicastery for 
Bishops and president of the Pontifical Commission for 
Latin America since 2010. He had submitted his resignation 
from his curial positions as is required upon reaching the 
age of 75 in June 2019, but Pope Francis did not accept it.
 In recent months, Cardinal Ouellet has been accused of 
sexual misconduct by two women when he was archbishop 
of Quebec from 2003 to 2010. Cardinal Ouellet has denied 
both allegations and sued one of the accusers for defama-
tion in December 2022, seeking $100,000 in damages.
 Archbishop Prevost will take up his new roles beginning 
April 12.

Lenten Day of Spirituality is set for March 25

By Matthew A. DiCenzo
Staff writer

 ST. CLAIRSVILLE — A Lenten Day of Spirituality for 
women in the Diocese of Steubenville, sponsored by the 
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women, will be held March 
25 at St. Mary Church, 218 W. Main St., St. Clairsville. 
The retreat was announced by Joanne Kolanski, DCCW 
president.
 This year’s theme is “The Seven Sorrows of Mary,” 
which will be presented by two Franciscan Sisters Third 
Order Regular of Penance of the Sorrowful Mother: Mother 
Della Marie Doyle and Sister Mary Rose Bratlien.

 Mother Della Marie was born and raised in Seaside, 
Oregon, the fifth of twelve children. In 1995, she entered 
the Franciscan Sisters, TOR. Mother Della Marie has 
served in general leadership for her community for almost 
15 years. She has been reverend mother for two and a half 
years. Mother Della Marie’s ministry assignments include 
service in Gaming, Austria, with Franciscan University of 
Steubenville’s study abroad program; the Samaritan House 
Thrift Store and Emergency Food Bank, Steubenville; 
and three years as vocations director. She also served at 
the Catholic Student Union in Tallahassee at Florida State 
University.
 Sister Mary Rose is a native of California. She is a gradu-
ate of Franciscan University of Steubenville and has been 
in her community since 1989. She has done various works 
and ministries throughout the years, including formation, 
local and general leadership for her community, campus 
ministry and evangelization. Sister Mary Rose currently 
serves as a member of her community’s general council 
and is a local superior of the house where she resides.
 Registration will take place from 8-8:45 a.m. for the 
Lenten Day of Spirituality. Mass will be celebrated at 9 
a.m. The opening and introductions will begin at 10 a.m., 
and the first session will start at 10:15 a.m. and conclude 
at 11 a.m. The Stations with Mary will be prayed at 11:15 
a.m. Lunch will be provided at noon. The afternoon ses-
sions will begin at 1:15 p.m. and 2:15 p.m. The rosary of 
the Seven Sorrows of Mary will be prayed at 2:45 p.m. 
The closing of the day will take place at 3:30 p.m. 
 The deadline for reservations is March 20. The reserva-
tion fee is $25, which includes lunch and refreshments.
 Reservations can be mailed to DeDe Kidder, DCCW 
treasurer, at P.O. Box 31, Toronto, OH 43964 or made by 
telephoning (740) 632-3018 or emailing dede.kidder@
gmail.com. Checks can be made payable to Steubenville 
DCCW.
 For additional information about the Lenten Day of 
Spirituality, contact Kolanski by telephoning (740) 695-
1617 or emailing jmkolanski174@comcast.net or contact 
Kidder.

Mother Della Marie Doyle
(Photo provided)

Sister Mary Rose Bratlien
(Photo provided)

Our Lady of Sorrows
(Image provided/DCCW Lenten Day of Spirituality flyer)
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Welcome to the Light of the East
  St. John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church 

207 Standard St., Mingo Junction 
Sunday Divine Liturgy – 11 a.m. 

St Joseph Byzantine Catholic Church
 814 N. 5th St., Toronto

  Sunday Vigil Divine Liturgy – Saturday, 5 p.m. 
weekdays/holidays – as announced at both churches

Rev. Father John Kapitan Jr, O.F.M. – revfrjohnjr@aol.com

Catholic Schools Week

Father Joshua D. Erickson, director of vocations for the Diocese of Steu-
benville, visits with second-grade students at St. Mary School, Marietta, 
during Catholic Schools Week to talk about vocations.

Students at Catholic Central High School, Steubenville, had to carry their 
books in anything but a backpack.

The fifth- through eighth-grade band perform during a pep rally at Bishop 
John King Mussio Central Junior High School, Steubenville.

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton eats lunch with students at St. 
Benedict School, Cambridge. (Photos provided)

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton celebrates Mass at St. Joseph 
Church, Ironton, for students, faculty and staff at St. Lawrence Central 
School and St. Joseph Central High School, Ironton.

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton blesses students, faculty and staff 
at St. Mary Central School, Martins Ferry, with holy water during Mass at 
St. Mary Church, Martins Ferry.
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Refrigeration • Heating • 
Air Conditioning

Colegate Drive, Marietta     
373-5869

CAwley & PeoPles
FuneRal Homes

Marietta (373-1111) Lowell    (896-3000) 
         Barlow    (678-2277)

McCarthy Real Estate

Under all is the land, own some of it.
318 2nd st., marietta, oH 45750

740-373-1523
800-367-9558

www.mariettaRealestate.com

Catholic Schools Week

Stephanie Hitchcock’s kindergarten class at St. Benedict School, Cambridge, 
celebrates the 100th day of the school year.

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton visits a classroom at St. Mary Central School, Martins Ferry, 
during Catholic Schools Week.

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton celebrates Mass with St. Sylvester Central School, Woods-
field, students, faculty and staff at St. Sylvester Church, Woodsfield. Father Timothy Davison, pastor 
of the St. Sylvester and St. John the Baptist Parish, Miltonsburg, is pictured with the bishop. (Photos 
provided)

Knights of Columbus Our Lady of Peace Council 4243, St. Clairsville, Grand 
Knight Rick Young is shown with second-grade students at St. Mary Central 
School, St. Clairsville. Young read to second and third graders and donated 
the book to the school’s library. 

Bishop John King Mussio Central Elementary 
School, Steubenville, students celebrate “Throw-
back Thursday” during Catholic Schools Week.
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 note: This article was originally published in the Jan. 
27, 2006, edition of The steubenville Register.

 In his application of St. Paul’s writings to the theology 
of the body, Pope John Paul next turns to 1 Corinthians. In 
Chapter 12 of that epistle, Paul writes about the mystical 
body of Christ: “The body is one and has many members, 
but all the members, many as they are, are one body; and so 
it is with Christ. It was in one Spirit that all of us, whether 
Jew or Greek, slave or free, were baptized into one body” 
(l Cor 12:12-13).
 He goes on, comparing the body of Christ, the assem-
bly of the baptized, to a natural human body: “Even the 
members of the body which seem less important are in fact 
indispensable. We honor the members that we consider 
less honorable by clothing them with greater care, thus 
bestowing on the less presentable a propriety which the 
more presentable already have. God has so constructed the 
body so as to give greater honor to the lowly members. ...” 
(I Cor 12:22-24).
 The pope explains that, in drawing an analogy between 
the mystical body and the natural body, Paul is making 
some frank statements about the natural body. He describes 
the human body, not from a clinical point of view, but 
from a thoroughly human point of view. The human body 
always belongs to a human person, 
at least while the person is alive. 
As a human person, the human 
body cannot escape its historical 
past. That past includes mankind’s 
creation by the hand of God, and 
his fall into original sin, as well as his redemption by Christ.
 God created the human body male and female. “God 
looked at everything that he had made, and he found it very 
good” (Gn 1:27, 31). This implies a respect for the human 
body, which is a middle ground between the contempt for 
the body, which was the attitude of the Manicheans that we 
discussed earlier, and that of our modem secular/hedonistic 
age, which is characterized by a worship of the body, aptly 
called the “cult of the body.”
	 But	note	that	Paul	differentiates	between	various	parts	
or organs of the body, distinguishing between the “more 
honorable” and the “less honorable” parts. We might ask: 

‘The Theology of the Body’
Chastity: Fruit of the Spirit

What’s that all about? His meaning is clear when we 
consider his statement about “clothing the less honorable 
members with greater care.” Obviously, he is referring to 
the sexual features of the body.
 JoHn Paul eXPlaIns St. Paul’s meaning this way: 
“The human body has ‘unpresentable parts’ not because 
of	their	somatic	nature,	since	a	scientific	and	physical	de-
scription deals with all the parts and organs of the human 
body in a neutral way, with the same objectivity. But it 
is only and exclusively that shame exists in man himself 
– that shame which perceives some parts of the body as 
unpresentable and causes them to be considered such. ... 
(H)ence it can be said that from shame springs respect for 
one’s own body, respect which Paul ... urges us to keep.” 
To put it more simply – the sense of shame results in a 
sense of respect for the sexual parts of the body; the sense 
of respect, in turn, results in the sense of modesty or pro-
priety; the sense of modesty is a safeguard for the virtue of 
chastity. Hence the very sense of shame that results from 
sin becomes itself a protection against further sin. This 
is something that cannot be derived from a clinical study 
of the body. It can come only from an understanding of 
mankind’s – history that began in the Garden of Eden and 
mankind’s nature, which is that of a person, endowed by 
a Creator with the ability to judge and choose.
 To modern western society, the sexual instinct is some-
thing natural. Therefore, to yield without reservation to its 
urges is “doing what comes naturally.” If such were the 

case, how account for this sense of 
shame? Something had to have hap-
pened to our human nature. Granted 
that the sexual instinct is part of our 
nature, what is it about this nature 
of ours that elicits the sense of 

shame regarding sexual matters? It has to be something 
more than a primeval taboo that has somehow worked its 
way into our genes.
 The real answer is that human nature has been wounded 
and has gone awry. We will not learn about it in medical 
textbooks or in psychological theory. We can know of it 
only by divine revelation, which tells us about original sin 
and	its	effects.	But	being	wounded	does	not	mean	being	
put out of action. Sin has not deprived us of our freedom 
to judge and choose. We can control our instincts and by 
repeated application of our free will eventually master 
them.

 John Paul refers again to St. Paul’s First Letter to the 
Thessalonians:	“This	is	the	will	of	God,	your	sanctifica-
tion, that you abstain from unchastity, that each of you 
know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, 
not in the passion of lust like heathens who do not know 
God” (4:3-5). We might note that, in this era of the sexual 
revolution, the woods are full of “heathens who do not 
know God.”
 The pope goes on: “Understood as capacity, purity is 
precisely the expression and fruit of life according to the 
Spirit in the full meaning of the expression. It is a new 
capacity of the human being, in which the gift of the Holy 
Spirit bears fruit.”
 He sees TWo DImensIons of purity or chastity. 
One is the moral dimension: the virtue that we develop by 
our	own	efforts	with	help	of	the	grace	of	God.	The	other	
is the “charismatic” dimension, an outright gift of God 
mediated, as are all God’s gifts, through the Holy Spirit. 
The word, charismatic, comes from the Greek word, “cha-
risma,” meaning, “gift.” Its root word is “charis,” meaning 
a favor, a gratuity. Our words, “grace,” and “charity,” are 
both derived from it.
 The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains it this 
way: “The fruits of the Spirit are perfections that the 
Holy	Spirit	forms	in	us	as	the	first	fruits	of	eternal	glory.	
The tradition of the church lists 12 of them: ‘charity, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, gentle-
ness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control, chastity’” (my 
emphasis) (Catechism of the Catholic Church, Paragraph 
1832). They are the result (or “fruit”) of our cooperation 
with the gifts of the Holy Spirit that we have received in 
baptism	and	confirmation.

Bishop Sheldon

“The fruits of the Spirit are perfections 
that the Holy Spirit forms in us as the 

first fruits of eternal glory.”

A New Threshold
By Father Jonas A. Shell

 Everyone has probably had the experience of being 
in the middle of Mass when suddenly a foreign digital 
noise begins to sound uncontrollably. This uncomfortable 
experience is extremely common. Somebody’s phone is 
going	off	and	giving	yet	another	possible	interruption	and	
distraction	to	those	trying	to	enter	into	the	sacrifice	of	the	
Mass. We call them phones, but they are not just phones.  
The so-called smart phone is a computer. Even more than 
being a computer, it is a portable portal that opens us to 

a vast digital world. It is a new threshold that, more than 
not, is everywhere present.
 The purpose of this article is not to make a moral list of 
why the smartphone is either good or bad or both, but rather 
to call to mind another way of thinking of this modern 
object so that we can more readily make prudential deci-
sions about its use. It is a new threshold by which we can 
virtually leave the place where we are to go somewhere 
else, or through which the world outside can come knock-
ing at our door.
 We may not often think of the importance of thresh-
olds (doorways), but we are always experiencing their 
power in our lives. We purposefully make them so that 
we can separate one space from another. The crossing of 
thresholds often transitions both our activities and our 
mindsets. A threshold leads into a certain space where 
certain activities are usually done. If you’re not helping 
in the kitchen with cooking or cleaning, you might be 
quickly rushed out over the threshold. At a library, when 
you cross the threshold, you know to be quiet since 
others are reading there, and your mind will be set on 
finding	a	particular	book.	You	can	think	about	this	with	
any place in life; houses, particular rooms in houses, 
the	post	office,	 the	church,	a	movie	 theater,	any	place.	

These are real spaces which we intentionally go to for 
particular	purposes.	It	takes	time,	effort	and	intention	to	

To Page 8

Father Shell
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Bishop Monforton

By Diocese of Steubenville
Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton

 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land” 
(Mt 5:5).

 Faithful Christian service presumes submission of 
mind and heart. We are called to be malleable, not ridged 
in Jesus Christ’s hands. Discipleship is an invitation to 
companionship with our Lord and God. In her Manuscript 
B, “Vocation of Love,” St. Thérèse of Lisieux remarks, 
“I have no other means of proving my love for you (my 
Jesus)	than	that	of	strewing	flowers;	that	is,	not	allow-
ing	one	little	sacrifice	to	escape,	not	one	look,	one	word,	
profiting	by	the	smallest	things	and	doing	them	through	
love.” On her Oct. 1 memorial each year, it is common 
at those parishes whose patron is St. Thérèse throughout 
the	world	 to	 strew	flowers	 throughout	 the	 church	 at	 a	
particular time reminding of us all to embrace the “Little 
Way.”
 From the earliest days in our Catholic Church, Chris-
tians	who	tended	to	make	the	biggest	impact	or	difference	
were also the quietest ones, that is, the ones through action 
pointed at Christ instead of themselves. Their reward fre-
quently for their steadfast faith was martyrdom, by which 
their blood became the mortar for the church of which we 
are part today in 2023. When we as Catholics appear to be 
our weakest in the eyes of our worldly enemies, it is then 
when we are the strongest.
 We must remember that the Beatitudes are not an ethical 
program; they are the self-portrait of Jesus Christ himself!  
Furthermore, they are not to be interpreted as a mirror to 
human	sin.	No.	They	are	an	affirmation	about	Jesus	Christ,	

Blessed Are the Meek

for he is the new man for us to model ourselves after. This 
Beatitude	sacrifices	the	strong	in	favor	of	the	weak.	While	
there	 is	need	 for	words	of	correction	 that	possess	firm-
ness, meekness instructs those words also must possess 
the dignity of compassion. True meekness is determined 
by the heart. In the meekness of Jesus Christ certainly 
evidenced in his passion and death, we recognize that we 
are instructed not simply to imitate this Beatitude, we as 
fellow	Christians	allow	it	to	become	us.	Yes,	in	the	words	
of Jesus, “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 
land.”

lenten Purification
	 Lent	 is	 appropriately	 called	 a	 season	of	 purification.		
Through the Lenten pillars of prayer, almsgiving and 
fasting, we address our own need for Jesus Christ’s love 
and mercy. I have mentioned before, that by analogy we 
may view this season as a spiritual anti-virus program in 
our lives. Much can clutter our lives to the point we fail to 
recognize God’s hand in our daily events. As a result, our 
faith growth slows or atrophies, like too many programs 
going on at once in a computer. Perhaps an appropriate 
analogy for Lent is you and I have the perfect occasion 
to “reboot” our spiritual lives through Jesus Christ’s 
presence.  
 This holy season provides ample opportunity for the 
destruction of sin in our lives and to allow God to go 
after our accumulated junk, which may even be decades 
in the making. How appropriate that we emphasize as a 
church the importance of the sacrament of penance in 
our spiritual pilgrimage of Lent. This season invites us 
to a newer and deeper relationship with God. But this can 
only happen if we wear down and dismiss the false self 

within each one of us.
 When we accept Jesus’ invitation to remove our sins 
and	to	fill	us	with	his	grace	in	the	sacrament	of	penance,	
we embrace his enduring light. May you and I frequently 
respond whole-heartedly to Jesus’ life giving presence in 
the sacrament of forgiveness and thereby permit his eternal 
brightness to emanate from our very selves this Lenten 
season. May God bless you as we continue to embrace our 
calling as children of the Light these approaching Lenten 
days.

Stay holy; stay healthy; stay safe.

By Bishop Robert Barron

 At the beginning of February, the church in the United 
States celebrates Catholic Schools Week. I would like to 
take this opportunity to sing the praises of Catholic schools 
and to invite everyone – Catholic and non-Catholic alike 
–	to	support	them.	I	attended	church-affiliated	educational	
institutions	from	first	grade	through	graduate	school,	from	
Holy Name Elementary School in Birmingham, Michigan, 
to the Institut Catholique in Paris. That years-long immer-
sion massively shaped my character, my sense of values, 
my entire way of looking at the world. I am convinced that, 
especially now, when a secularist, materialist philosophy 
largely holds sway in our culture, the Catholic ethos needs 
to be inculcated.
 Certainly, distinctive marks of the Catholic schools I 
attended were the opportunity for Mass and other sacra-
ments, religion classes, the presence of priests and nuns (a 
bit more common in the early years of my formation), and 

Why Catholic Schools Matter
the prevalence of Catholic symbols and images of saints. 
But what was perhaps most important was the manner in 
which those schools showed the integration of faith and 
reason. 
 To be sure, there is no “Catholic” mathematics, but 
there is indeed a Catholic way to teach math. In his 
famous	parable	of	the	cave,	Plato	showed	that	the	first	
step away from a purely materialist vision of the world 
is mathematics. When someone grasps the truth of even 
the simplest equation, or the nature of a number, or a 
complex arithmetical formula, he has, in a very real 
sense, left the realm of passing things and has entered 
a universe of spiritual reality. The theologian David 
Tracy has remarked that the commonest experience of 
the invisible today is through the understanding of the 
pure abstractions of mathematics and geometry. Properly 
taught, mathematics, therefore, opens the door to the 
higher	spiritual	experiences	offered	by	religion,	to	the	
invisible realm of God.
 Similarly, there is no peculiarly “Catholic” physics or 
biology, but there is indeed a Catholic approach to those 
sciences.	No	 scientist	 could	 ever	 get	 her	work	 off	 the	
ground unless she believed in the radical intelligibility 
of the world – that is to say, the fact that every aspect of 
physical reality is marked by an understandable pattern. 
This is true of any astronomer, chemist, astrophysicist, 
psychologist or geologist. But this leads rather naturally 
to the question: Where did these intelligible patterns come 
from? Why should the world be so marked by order, har-
mony and rational patterning? There is a marvelous article 
composed by the 20th-century physicist Eugene Wigner 
entitled, “The	Unreasonable	Effectiveness	of	Mathematics	

in the Natural Sciences.” Wigner’s argument was that it 
cannot be mere chance that the most complex mathematics 
successfully describes the physical world. The answer of 
the great Catholic tradition is that this intelligibility comes, 
in fact, from a great creative intelligence that stands behind 
the world. People who practice the sciences, therefore, 
should have no problem believing that “in the beginning 
was the Word.” 
 There is no “Catholic” history either, though there is 
most certainly a Catholic way of looking at history. Typi-
cally, historians do not simply recount the events of the 
past. Rather, they look for certain overarching themes 
and trajectories within history. Most of us probably don’t 
even realize this because we came of age within a liberal 
democratic culture, but we rather naturally see the Enlight-
enment as the turning point of history, the time of the great 
revolutions	in	science	and	politics	that	defined	the	modern	
world. No one could doubt that the Enlightenment was a 
pivotal moment, but Catholics certainly don’t see it as the 
climax of history. Instead, we hold that the pivot point was 
on a squalid hill outside of Jerusalem around the year 30 
A.D., when a young rabbi was being tortured to death by 
the Romans. We interpret everything – politics, the arts, 
culture,	etc.	–	from	the	standpoint	of	the	sacrifice	of	the	
Son of God. 
 In his controversial Regensburg address from 2006, the 
late Pope Benedict argued that Christianity can enter into 
a vibrant conversation with the culture precisely because 
of the doctrine of the Incarnation. We Christians do not 
claim that Jesus was one interesting teacher among many, 
but rather the Logos, the mind or reason of God, made 

Bishop Barron To Page 8
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flesh.	Accordingly,	whatever	 is	marked	
by logos or rationality is a natural cousin 
to Christianity. The sciences, philosophy, 
literature, history, psychology – all of it 
–	find	 in	 the	Christian	 faith,	 therefore,	 a	
natural dialogue (there is that word again!) 
partner. It is this basic idea, so dear to Papa 
Ratzinger, that informs Catholic schools at 
their	best.	And	this	is	why	the	flourishing	

Why Catholic Schools
From Page 7 of those schools is important, not simply 

for the church, but for our whole society. 

 Bishop Barron is the bishop of Winona-
Rochester, minnesota. He is the founder 
of Word on Fire Catholic ministries, 
headquartered in Des Plaines, Illinois. 
a nonprofit global media apostolate, 
additional information is available at 
www.wordonfire.org.

A New Threshold
move from one space to another. For all 
of human history, thresholds have had this 
particular power and purpose.
 Now, in our modern life, we have per-
manently introduced a portable portal, a 
digital threshold into a digital world that 
can be carried into all of our physical 
thresholds. This means we can physi-
cally be in one place, but digitally enter 
another. The physical surroundings that 
once helped determine and focus our ac-
tivities and intentions can now be intruded 
more easily from the outside and virtually 
left	with	 the	flick	of	 a	 thumb.	This	 new	
threshold can obviously be helpful, but it 
can also be detrimental to our activities. 
Therefore we need to recognize it for what 
it is in order to make prudential decisions 
about how, when and where we use it. To 
re-emphasize, a smartphone can be very 
helpful because it is a digital portal where 
we can access work, news, entertainment, 
digital communities, communication, 
education, navigation, information and it 
is	a	tool	that	replaces	cameras,	flashlights,	
watches, calendars and probably other 
tools. Its versatility and digital reach makes 
it a wonderful tool. It opens us to worlds 
of	possibilities.	Yet,	its	very	strengths	are	
also what makes it so easily detrimental to 
living our lives. Through the smartphone, 
this digital threshold, we can dissipate 

ourselves into endless streams of infor-
mation and digital activity distracting us 
from everything we ought to be doing, like 
loving	God	and	neighbor	in	the	confined,	
physical places that we daily live.
 Consider the intrusion from the outside 
world.  Before cell phones, when someone 
wanted to contact you, they would have 
to come to your house and knock on your 
door, call your phone that was stationary 
in your house, send you a letter that came 
to your door through the mail or send you 
an email that you accessed from a station-
ary computer located in a room at home 
or work. Now, this portable threshold al-
lows access to you not only in your home 
or work, but while you’re walking, in the 
car, at church, at a restaurant, at the house 
of friends or family, on a mountain or out 
at sea. If you have the portable portal, you 
are always susceptible to being taken away 
from the activity you intended to do or the 
people you intended to see. And you can 
be taken away from these things by phone, 
text,	email,	social	media	notification	etc.		
I think people wisely limit the amount of 
notifications	their	“phone”	can	give	them	
by vibration or ring, but the most obvious 
response to this distracting device is to 
turn	it	off	when	you	don’t	want	the	outside	
world	intruding	upon	you.	Turn	it	off	when	
you are not purposefully using it to do the 
things you ought to use it for. Limit its use 

to particular places and particular times. 
When you’re working, keep the thing out 
of your reach or turn it on airplane mode. 
Choose times when you will go to check 
it for phone calls or texts or emails. When 
you go to a friend’s house or any place you 
go to meet people, leave it locked in your 
glove compartment or just leave it in your 
pocket,	but	turn	it	off.
 There are probably many reasons why 
we don’t ever leave anywhere without 
them and, as mentioned above, they are 
quite helpful in many situations, but they 
are certainly dissipating our ability to fo-
cus our activities and our ability to be still 
before God. This may come from a “fear of 
missing out” (fomo) on the one hand and 
our	distaste	for	any	suffering	to	come	our	
way on the other. If the phone isn’t on, I 
might miss something. If I don’t have my 

phone, I might have to not be entertained 
by a screen for minutes or even hours. 
There is also the simple explanation of 
becoming addicted to constant activity 
and sensory stimulation. Whatever the 
deeper reason these things easily dissipate 
and distract us, the important thing is that 
we examine our use of them honestly and 
take measures to make them truly helpful 
tools	for	our	living	and	our	sanctification.	
Smartphones are a new threshold to a great 
digital world, but we must learn to use 
them in such a way as to cross the great 
threshold of eternal life.

 Father shell is a Diocese of steubenville 
priest and the pastor of our lady of 
mercy Parish, Carrollton, and st. mary 
of the Immaculate Conception Parish, 
morges.
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Youngstown bishop urges prayers after train derailment in his diocese
By Jonah McKeown

Catholic News Agency
 EAST PALESTINE, Ohio — An early 
February train derailment in rural Ohio led 
to a major ecological disaster after hazard-
ous	materials	 caused	 a	massive	fire	 and	
smoke plume, which prompted widespread 
evacuations. 
 The roughly 150-car Norfolk Southern 
train derailed near the town of East Pal-
estine, about 42 miles from Steubenville, 
Feb. 3. Twenty of the cars were carry-
ing hazardous materials, including vinyl 
chloride,	and	caught	fire,	according	to	the	
Environmental Protection Agency. 
 Although no injuries have yet been 
reported as a result of the crash, on Feb. 6 
a “controlled release of toxic fumes” was 
conducted leading to a massive, black 
smoke plume being released into the atmo-
sphere, The Cincinnati Enquirer reported. 
Among	the	gasses	released,	officials	said,	
was the colorless phosgene, a highly toxic 
gas with a strong odor that can cause vomit-
ing and breathing trouble and was used as 
a weapon in World War I, PBS NewsHour 
reported. 
 The area surrounding the crash was 
evacuated as a result, and although authori-
ties have now allowed residents to return, 
questions about air and water quality near 
the crash site remain.
 Bishop David Bonnar of the Diocese 
of	Youngstown	 urged	 prayers	 for	 those	
affected	by	the	disaster	and	noted	that	the	
evacuation zone included the territory of 
a local Catholic parish. 
 Bishop Bonnar said in a Feb. 5 statement: 
“The	prayers	of	the	Diocese	of	Youngstown	
are	with	all	 those	affected	and	displaced	
by the train derailment in East Palestine, 
Columbiana County. We acknowledge 
with	 gratitude	 the	 heroic	 efforts	 of	 the	

first	responders	and	the	agencies	that	have	
assisted	in	this	difficult	situation.”		
 The territory of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church, located in East Palestine, was 
within the evacuation zone, Bishop Bonnar 
said. 
 “Given the magnitude of this event, it 
is miraculous that there were no fatalities 
or injuries. I cannot help but think that the 
Blessed Mother was watching over this 
community. I ask for continued prayers 
for the health and safety of all involved,” 
Bishop Bonnar concluded. 
 Our Lady of Lourdes Parish shared on 
its Facebook page that it will be hosting 
a free, open-to-all community meal from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Feb. 18.
	 “Inviting	all	police	officers,	firefighters,	

EMS, everyone welcome. Take a break 
(and) come enjoy some down time. Please 
pass the word!” the parish wrote on Face-
book. 
 The parish also shared Feb. 11 that the 
church hall would be open to people af-
fected by the train derailment from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Saturday 
through Wednesday. The parish said it had 
food, water, cleaning supplies and diapers 
to	offer	to	those	in	need.
 Father David Misbrener, pastor of Our 
Lady of Lourdes Parish and St. Jude Par-
ish, Columbiana, wrote in a Feb. 12 parish 
bulletin	 that	 the	Youngstown	bishop	had	
contacted him to check in on the parish 
community. 
	 “Bishop	Bonnar	was	the	first	person	who	

called me after the accident happened. I 
spoke with the bishop twice, both on Satur-
day and Sunday, and I think it is important 
for all of you to know the pastoral care and 
concern he had for us,” Father Misbrener 
wrote. 
 The bulletin listed numerous parish 
events as being canceled as a result of 
the train disaster. Father Misbrener also 
thanked “our parishioners who helped 
serve the evacuees, especially our Gift of 
Mary group.”
 U.S. Sen. J.D. Vance, R-Ohio, a Catholic 
who	 took	office	 at	 the	 start	 of	 this	 year,	
issued a statement Feb. 13 wherein he 
thanked	the	local	fire	department	in	East	
Palestine	 for	 their	work	 battling	 the	fire	
and called on the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) to assist the 
firefighters	and	other	first	responders.
 “This is a complex environmental di-
saster	with	impacts	that	may	be	difficult	to	
assess in the short term. Long-term study 
will be imperative. As will long-term com-
mitment to remediation by Norfolk South-
ern for the property damaged, the wildlife 
disrupted, and the community scarred by 
this accident,” Vance wrote. 
 “So far, we have been told that air and 
drinking water tests performed by the 
state and federal Environmental Protection 
Agencies, the Ohio National Guard and 
Norfolk Southern have been encouraging. 
We continue to monitor environmental 
reports from multiple agencies about the 
quality of the air and water in the region. 
I have heard alarming anecdotes about 
contaminated	waterways	 and	 effects	 on	
wildlife. I encourage anyone with credible 
reports of environmental harms to contact 
my	office.	In	the	meantime,	we	will	con-
tinue to engage with the relevant agencies 
and monitor the situation in the region.”

Smoke rises from a derailed cargo train in East Palestine, Ohio, Feb. 4. 
(CNA photo)
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Pope Francis calls for solidarity with Turkey, Syria after earthquakes

By Justin McLellan
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis urged 
all people to be in solidarity with the regions 
of Turkey and Syria struck by two powerful 
earthquakes early Feb. 6 and that are “in 
part already martyred by a long war.”
 The two earthquakes, which both mea-
sured above 7.0 magnitude according 
to the United States Geological Survey, 
struck southern Turkey and impacted large 
swaths of neighboring Syria. As of midday 
Feb. 14, the death toll had climbed to more 
than 36,000 and the number of dead was 
expected to climb further as rescue teams 
continued to search through the rubble of 
toppled buildings.
 Pope Francis prayed for the thousands of 
dead and wounded at his general audience 
Feb. 8 and expressed his closeness to the 
victims, their families “and all who suffer 
from this devastating calamity.” The pope 
also thanked aid workers responding to the 
crisis.
 Hundreds of foreign engineers, medical 
personnel and rescue workers have been 
sent to Turkey and Syria to search for 
people trapped under wreckage and aid 
the thousands without shelter in freezing 
winter conditions.
 “Let us pray together so that these our 
brothers and sisters can go forth in the face 
of this tragedy, and let us ask Our Lady to 
protect them,” Pope Francis said. He then 
led the recitation of the Hail Mary with the 
thousands of visitors and pilgrims gathered 
for his general audience.
 Hours after the earthquakes Feb. 6, Pope 

Francis sent two telegrams to Turkey and 
Syria to express his spiritual closeness to 
those affected.
 A variety of Catholic charitable and 
aid organizations are part of the relief ef-
forts. Caritas Internationalis, the umbrella 
organization of national Catholic chari-
ties, immediately launched a fundraising 
campaign and a request for donations of 
winter clothing especially for infants and 
young children. The charity has been active 
in Turkey since 1991 and in Syria since 
2011, primarily providing aid to refugees.

 Speaking to the L’Osservatore Romano, 
the Vatican newspaper, Bishop Paolo Bi-
zzeti, apostolic vicar of Anatolia, said that 
the earthquakes were “a tragedy within a 
tragedy,” since the region is already “full 
of refugees from various countries who 
have fled terrible situations.”
 While aid is being sent through Caritas 
Turkey, he said, “it is difficult to receive the 
aid necessary given the state of the roads.” 
Bishop Bizzeti added that the aid must be 
properly “spaced out” to ensure it lasts the 
duration of the relief efforts.

 Aid to the Church in Need, a pontifical 
foundation that provides aid to Catholic 
communities worldwide, is supporting 
reparation projects in Aleppo, Syria, to 
allow people to return to their homes. The 
charity said an estimated 7,500 people slept 
in Aleppo’s churches, convents and other 
locations the night of Feb. 7. The Pontifical 
Mission Societies in the United States has 
also created a fund to support Catholic dio-
ceses and partner organizations in Turkey 
and Syria.
 Jesuit Father Tony O’Riordan arrived 
in Aleppo, Syria, Feb. 7 to lead Jesuit 
Refugee Service’s response to the crisis. 
In a statement, he said JRS’ priority is to 
reopen its health clinic in Aleppo and help 
protect people against the cold. The Jesuits 
have also opened their building in Aziziyé 
to host people without shelter.
 The Middle East Council of Churches is 
calling for aid to be sent to the region, and 
for sanctions to be lifted on Syria to allow 
for access of relief materials.
 The Catholic Near East Welfare Asso-
ciation launched an emergency campaign 
to shelter survivors and provide bedding, 
food, medicines, nursing formula, diapers 
and clothing to more than 2,000 families 
for three months in the Aleppo and Hama 
areas of northern Syria.
 Catholic Relief Services, the overseas 
aid agency of the Catholic Church in the 
United States, was collecting funds to as-
sist its local partners, Caritas Turkey and 
Caritas Syria, particularly in Aleppo and 
Lattakia, Syria, where extensive damage 
has been reported.

A street and crushed car in Aleppo, Syria, are pictured Feb. 7, one day after two powerful earthquakes destroyed buildings and killed thousands in the 
region along the border of Turkey and Syria.

A man cleans up outside a partially destroyed building in Aleppo, Syria, Feb. 
7. (CNS photos/Courtesy Aid to the Church in Need, Xavier Stephen Bisits)

 WASHINGTON — The Feb. 6 earth-
quakes that struck Turkey and Syria 
have caused the deaths of thousands 
and injured many more. Bishop David 
J. Malloy of Rockford, Illinois, chair-
man of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Committee on International 
Justice and Peace, mourned the loss 
of so many lives, called for the faithful 
to pray for those impacted, and give 

USCCB asks for prayers following earthquakes in Turkey and Syria
generously to those in need.
 “I join with our Holy Father Pope Francis 
in praying for the souls of the departed as 
we mourn the loss of so many lives. We 
pray for those injured and the many others 
suffering, and we also pray for the safety 
and protection of emergency personnel 
working to save lives and tending to those 
in need in the wake of this disaster.
  “In a region that has experienced much 

conflict and hardship, these heartbreaking 
scenes call out to us to provide aid and as-
sistance to our brothers and sisters in need. 
I call upon the faithful to give generously to 
Catholic Relief Services and the Catholic 
Near East Welfare Association who are 
working to provide emergency humanitar-
ian relief. I also call upon the U.S. govern-
ment to provide much needed assistance 
and to work in conjunction with Catholic 

aid organizations to deliver effective 
assistance to those most in need.”
 Nikki Gamer, a spokesperson for the 
U.S.-based Catholic Relief Services, 
told Catholic News Agency: “Many of 
our partner staff are personally affected 
by the destruction.” 
 Relief-effort donations for Turkey 
and Syria can be made at support.crs.
org/donate/earthquakes. 



10 THE STEUBENVILLE REGISTER  FEB. 17, 2023

Up and down the diocese
 Athens — Father Jeremiah Hahn, paro-
chial vicar to Father Mark A. Moore, pastor 
of the Athens Catholic community, will 
lead a Lenten study group on Thursdays, 
Feb. 23-March 30, at the Holy Family 
Center. A group will meet at 10:30 a.m. 
and another at 7 p.m. For additional infor-
mation, contact the parish office at (740) 
592-2711.
 Twelve hours of Eucharistic adoration 
will be held from 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Thursdays 
during Lent (beginning Feb. 24), in the 
Holy Family Center chapel.
 Carrollton — Our Lady of Mercy Parish 
will hold Lenten fish fries from 4-7 p.m., 
Feb. 24-March 31, at the church hall. For 
additional information, telephone Steven 
or Kelli Pridemore at (330) 323-9036.
 Stations of the Cross will be prayed at 
7:05 p.m., Feb. 24, at Our Lady of Mercy 
Church.
 Carrollton/Morges — Ashes will be 
distributed during a 9 a.m. Mass at St. 
Mary of the Immaculate Conception 
Church, Morges, and during a 7 p.m. 
Mass at Our Lady of Mercy Church, Car-
rollton, Feb. 22. Liturgy of the Word with 
the distribution of ashes will take place at 
12:15 p.m., Feb. 22, at Our Lady of Mercy 
Church.
 Chesapeake — Stations of the Cross 
will be prayed at 6 p.m., Fridays during 
Lent, at St. Ann Church. A soup supper 
will take place at 6:30 p.m. in Norma Jones 
Hall.
 Colerain — Sherrie McCutcheon Dun-
levy, a best-selling author; former news 
anchor; and founder of the Graduating 
Grief Academy, an online support com-
munity; will present the program, “How 
Can I Help?” at 2 p.m., March 5, at St. 
Frances Cabrini Church. She will speak 
on grief and how to offer support to family 
members, friends and colleagues.
 Ironton — St. Joseph and St. Lawrence 
O’Toole parishes are “Walking with Moms 
in Need” by collecting items for local 
centers. Bins are located in the back of 
both churches for the donations. Needed 

CCHS presents ‘West Side Story’

Catholic Central High School, Steubenville, will present “West Side 
Story” at 7 p.m., March 9 and March 10, and at 2 p.m., March 11, in 
Berkman Theater, Lanman Hall, at the high school, 320 West View 
Ave., Steubenville. Cast members, pictured from left, are Marino Al-
exander (Riff), Ben Schweitzer (Tony), Haley Cherepko (Maria), Ceci 
Gessler (Anita) and Thomas Kanzelberger (Bernardo). More than 80 
students will either be on stage or work behind the scenes. The di-
rector is Joe Hahn. Tickets cost $12 for adults; $10 for students and 
seniors (65 and older) and children over 3; $44 family maximum and 
children 3 and under are free. Doors open a half hour before each 
show. For additional information, telephone the school office at (740) 
264-5538. (Photo provided)

items include maternity and baby clothing, 
diapers, books, toys, bedding and furniture. 
For additional information, contact the par-
ish office at (740) 532-0712
 Martins Ferry — St. Mary Central 
School is selling Sarris Easter candy. Sar-
ris is offering online ordering with free 
shipping on all orders with no minimum 
purchase needed; there is a $5 handling 
fee. To place an order, visit www.sar-
riscandiesfundraising.com and click on 
“Online Ordering,” go to “Products,” then 
to “Master Sheet Easter 2023.” In order for 

St. Mary Central School to benefit from the 
purchase, enter in the group identification 
number: 10-0304. The order will be deliv-
ered directly to the patron and the school 
receives 25% of the profit.
 Minerva — St. Gabriel Parish will 
sponsor fish fries from 4:30-6:30 p.m., 
Fridays during Lent, beginning Feb. 24 
and concluding March 31. Dinners include 
fish (baked or fried), French fries or baked 
potato, coleslaw, bread, dessert and a bev-
erage. Meals cost $10 for adults and $5 for 
children ages 6-12. Children under the age 

of 6 can eat for free. Rigatoni dinners are 
also available. Cost is $7 for adults, $4 for 
children ages 6-12 and free for children 
under the age of 6. Dine in or carryout is 
available. To place an order ahead of time, 
telephone (330) 868-4610.
 St. Clairsville — St. Mary Central 
School is selling “March Madness” raffle 
tickets; cost is $5 for one ticket or 5 for 
$20. A drawing will be held every day 
during the week for $50 and $100 on the 
weekends. For additional information or 
to make a purchase, telephone the school 
office at (740) 695-3189. 
 Steubenville — Catholic Central High 
School Band will hold a fundraiser at 
Texas Roadhouse, 100 Mall Drive, Feb. 
21. The band will receive 10% of the bill 
from 4-8 p.m. when purchasers present a 
flyer to the server, either while paying for a 
dine in meal or at the takeout window. The 
flyer can be found on their Facebook page: 
Steubenville Catholic Schools. A bake sale 
will be set up in the outer lobby area with 
prizes available. 
 Steubenville — Triumph of the Cross 
Parish’s Holy Hour for priests and voca-
tions will take place on the last Saturday 
of each month, following the 8:30 a.m. 
Mass, beginning Feb. 25. Confessions will 
be heard during the Holy Hour.
 A faith formation series on spiritual 
warfare will be offered at 7 p.m., Tuesdays 
during Lent (beginning Feb. 28), in the 
Marian Room at Holy Rosary Church. 
Father Nicholas V. Ginnetti, parochial vicar 
to Father Matthew W. J. Gossett, pastor of 
Triumph of the Cross Parish, will lead the 
discussions.
 Woodsfield — Lenten fish fries will 
be held from 4-6 p.m. (or until sold out), 
Feb. 24-March 10, at St. Sylvester Central 
School cafeteria. Dinners cost $12. The 
meal includes a Coleman’s fish sandwich, 
baked potato, green beans, coleslaw and 
dessert. A fish sandwich, separate from 
the dinner, costs $6. Proceeds will benefit 
Knights of Columbus Charities and St. 
Sylvester Central School.

Around and About
 Bloomingdale — An “Alone with God” 
retreat for men will take place March 23-
26 at Catholic Familyland, Apostolate 
for Family Consecration, 3375 Jefferson 
County 36. The four-day silent retreat 
will include talks, Eucharistic adoration, 
confession and spiritual direction. Father 
Joseph Iannuzzi will speak about “Prayer 
and the Interior Life.” For additional infor-
mation or to register, visit www.afc.org.
 Churchtown — Knights of Columbus 
Council 4617 will hold a cornhole tour-
nament at their gymnasium, 17472 Ohio 
Route 676, Feb. 26. Registration starts at 
noon and play begins at 1 p.m. Entry fee 

costs $20 per team (participants must bring 
their own partner). Payout will be 60% 
of the entry (first and second). There will 
be a concession stand and a 50/50 raffle. 
For additional information, telephone Ian 
Alexander at (740) 525-4898.
 Mingo Junction — Knights of Colum-
bus Msgr. Joseph F. Dooley Council 4361 
will sponsor fish fries from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
on Fridays, Feb. 17-March 31, at their 
council hall, 117 Legion Drive. Meals will 
be available for dine in or carryout. For a 
carryout order, patrons should telephone 
(740) 535-8037 ahead of time and come 
into the hall to pick up their order. The 

Knights will accept debit/credit cards for 
payment, as well as checks made payable 
to Columbian Club; they will accept cash. 
For additional information, visit Mingo 
Knights of Columbus Hall’s Facebook 
page.
 Pittsburgh — A “Women of Grace” re-
treat, “The Holy Duet: Mary and the Holy 
Spirit,” will be held March 24-26 at St. 
John Neumann-Regina Coeli Church, 2230 
Rochester Road. Retreat presenters include 
Johnnette Benkovic Williams, Msgr. Arthur 
Calkins and Andi Oney. Opening and clos-
ing Masses will be celebrated by Bishop 
William Waltershield, auxiliary bishop of 
Pittsburgh. The retreat will also include 
music, prayer, a healing service and confes-
sions. Registration costs $145 and includes 
three meals. For additional information or 
to register, visit www.womenofgrace.com.
 Toronto — Franciscan Sisters Third 
Order Regular of Penance of the Sorrow-
ful Mother will sponsor an annual Lenten 
retreat March 11 at the motherhouse, 369 

Little Church Road. The theme is “Christ’s 
Descent: Rousing the Realm of the Dead.” 
Regis Martin, a theology professor at 
Franciscan University of Steubenville, will 
give a talk, and Sister Monica Spates will 
share a testimony. The day will include 
Mass, a Holy Hour and an option for prayer 
ministry or faith-sharing groups. The re-
treat will be held in-person; it will also be 
livestreamed. For additional information or 
to register, visit www.franciscansisterstor.
org/events/lenten-retreat-2023.
 Wheeling, W.Va. — A Lenten mission, 
led by Bishop William Waltershield, aux-
iliary bishop of Pittsburgh, will be held 
each evening at 6 p.m., March 5-7, at the 
Cathedral of St. Joseph, 1300 Eoff St. In 
observance of the National Eucharistic 
Revival, the theme will be “The Holy Eu-
charist: The Source of Our Life, Salvation 
and Mission.” The Lenten mission will 
include talks, prayer, music and reflection. 
An opportunity for confessions will also be 
available.

Obituaries
 Dr. Jesse Ramirez Ada, 70, Basilica of St. 
Mary of the Assumption, Marietta, Jan. 31.
 Jerry W. Bail ie ,  83,  St .  Peter, 
Steubenville,  Feb. 5.
 Kenneth F. Huck, 70, Our Lady of 

Mercy, Lowell, Feb. 1.
 Jean J. Lulla, 90, Bloomingdale, Sacred 
Heart, Hopedale, Jan. 26.
 Ann Traylinek, 101, St. John, Bellaire, 
Jan. 29.
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Deadline to apply for John and Blanche Mussio Scholarship is April 1 
 STEUBENVILLE — Applications for 
the John and Blanche Mussio Scholarship 
are now available. 
 Awards under this program are for 
the first year of college at Franciscan 
University of Steubenville.

 The scholarship was set up by Bishop 
John King Mussio, the Diocese of 
Steubenville’s first bishop, in memory of 
his parents as a nonrenewable scholarship 
for graduating high school seniors who had 
a certain grade point average and college 

test score, demonstrated a financial need, 
received a written recommendation from 
a parish pastor and were approved by a 
scholarship selection committee.
 Applicants must reside within the 
boundaries of the Diocese of Steubenville 

and be a member of a Catholic parish in 
the diocese.
 Application forms are available at 
parish offices and school offices with the 
counselors. 
 The deadline for application is April 1.

Knights of Columbus Our Lady of Peace Council 4243, St. Clairsville, 
Grand Knight Rick Young and Tim Supanik, trustee, present a check 
for $12,000 to Angel Glitch, principal of St. Mary Central School, St. 
Clairsville, as a donation to the school from the opportunity grant 
fundraiser. (Photo provided)

St. Mary Central receives $12,000Knights help Ironton students

Molly Walker and Sam Walker, students at St. Joseph Central High 
School, Ironton, receive $1,000 each from the Knights of Columbus 
and Ohio Charity Foundation for their tuition. Pictured in the back 
row, from left, is Bob Byers, immediate past state deputy, Knights 
of Columbus Ohio State Council, presenting the checks, and Father 
Wayne E. Morris, pastor of the Lawrence County Catholic community. 
(Photo provided) 

Knights of Columbus Council 4617, Churchtown, sponsors a free-throw 
championship, Jan. 22. There were 13 students who participated in 
the competition. Winners, pictured in the front row, from left, are Isaac 
Schwendeman and Kaydence Rush. Pictured in the back row are, from 
left, Julian Lee, Caden Henniger, Connor Lauchard, Blake Lang and 
Sydney Lang.

Knights of Columbus councils hold free-throw competitions for youth

Knights of Columbus Council 478, Marietta, hosts a free-throw com-
petition at St. Mary School, Marietta, Feb. 12. Winners, pictured from 
left, are Juliana Huffman, Stella Huffman, Kenzi Cunningham, Carson 
Cunningham, Donta Allen Jr. and Matthew Cunningham. The winners 
will advance to the regional competition held in St. Clairsville. (Photos 
provided)
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